
Friends of John Jay Homestead
and John Jay Homestead State Historic Site

present the
2008 John Jay Lecture Series

SLAVERY, ANTI-SLAVERY AND THE JAYS
Wednesday, January 30, 2008

David Gellman, Emancipating New York:  The Politics of Slavery and Freedom 1777-1827

New York, the north’s largest slave state, finally began to abolish slavery in 1799.  Professor Gellman’s book traces our state’s
tortuous path to a gradual emancipation program, investigating debates such as whether slave owners should receive
compensation for the loss of their property and the conditions under which freed men would possess the right to vote.  At stake
was the freedom of thousands, as well as the state’s political and economic future.  The Jays are central figures in this story and in
Professor Gellman’s new book project, “Liberty’s Legacy:  The Jay Family and the Problem of American Freedom,” a
biographical study of how slavery and race shaped the lives and worldviews of John Jay, his predecessors, and descendants.

Thursday, April 10, 2008
Robert P. Forbes, The Missouri Compromise and Its Aftermath:  Slavery and the Meaning of America

Before the Missouri debates, few Americans realized how deeply and urgently the destiny of the nation was intertwined with the
problem of slavery.  The Missouri Compromise crystallized the division of the country into slave and free states, in a way that
would soon seem inevitable, but was a bitter and profound departure from earlier policy.  Its repeal in 1854 led to the Dred Scott
decision, the Kansas-Nebraska Act and Bleeding Kansas, and the Civil War.  Professor Forbes gives special attention to the story
of Rufus King, New York Senator, and voice for the fading Revolutionary moral opposition to slavery and friend and Federalist
contemporary of John Jay.

Wednesday, May 7, 2008
Fergus Bordewich, Washington:  The Making of the American Capital

Mr. Bordewich’s new book tells how the politics of slavery, unbridled land speculation, and irrepressible idealism shaped the
creation of the nation's capital in the 1790s. Its cast of characters includes George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander
Hamilton, the financier Robert Morris, Pierre L'Enfant, and many other figures whose roles in the development of Washington,
DC have never before been fully told.  Mr. Bordewich is also the author of Bound for Canaan, a history of the Underground
Railroad; he will provide insights into the Jays' activities in support of radical anti-slavery activists in the Hudson Valley.

Wednesday, May 21, 2008:  Goodhue Lecture and Annual Meeting

The speaker will be Lucia Stanton, Shannon Senior Historian at Monticello, and author of numerous books, monographs and articles
about Jefferson, Monticello, and the slaves and descendants from that plantation. (Members only event; invitation to follow.)

With special thanks to the John Jay Lecture Committee:
(List in formation)

Carol E. Brier Timothy B. Harwood Robert H. Saunders Kate & Tom Terry
John Greenwood Brian F. Landry Timothy P. Schieffelin Melissa Vail – Chair
Donald P. Gregg Bonnie & Piers MacDonald Roger G. Schwartz Caroline & John Walker

Alexia & Jerry Jurschak Silvia & Steve Ohler John Stockbridge James E. Walker, III

Lectures are held in the Ballroom at John Jay Homestead State Historic Site at 7:00 P.M., preceded by light refreshments
and book signing at 6:30 P.M. Reservations are recommended.  For information, please call the Friends office at 914-232-8119.

No tickets will be mailed Tear off and return in enclosed envelope.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

$15 Per Lecture – Member Free for Students (limited availability) $20 Per Lecture – Non-member

______ Jan 30 – David Gellman ______ April 10 – Robert Forbes ______ May 7 – Fergus Bordewich

Please make checks payable to Friends of John Jay Homestead, or indicate credit card information below:

Total Enclosed: $ ________________ I cannot attend, but enclose a contribution of: $_____________________

Charge $ ___________ to my    Visa  MC  Diners __________________________________________
Account Number VCode (3 digit # on back of card)

__________________________________________________________________________
  Signature Exp. Date

Name: ____________________________________  Telephone: _____________________ Email: ______________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Friends of John Jay Homestead  P.O. Box 148, Katonah, NY  10536  914.232.8119 (Friends)  914.232.5651 (Site)
www.johnjayhomestead.org                        e-mail: friends@johnjayhomestead.org


